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Response and Amendment 



Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D. C. 20231 

Dear Ma'am: 

In response to the Office Action dated January 29, 2004, please consider the following 
comments. 

Introductory Remarks . 

Figures 1 and 2 have been objected to for omitting the 'Trior Art" label. The title of 
the invention has been objected to for non-descriptiveness. Claims 1, 19 and 31 have been 
objected to for various informalities. Claims 1-8, 10-13, 18-22, 24-25, 30-32, 35 and 40 have 
been rejected under Section 102(b) based on Sun (US 6,121,774). Claims 9 and 33 have been 
rejected under Section 103(a) on the basis of Sun and Sigal (US 6,541,969). Claims 14-17, 
23, 26-29, 34 and 36-39 have been rejected under Section 1 03(a) on the basis of Sun on the 
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(Sun, col. 5:1-54), Sun cannot combine adjacent signals. In other words, the first echo of the 
first acquired echo is not combined with the next acquired or adjacent echo. 

Further, with respect to dependent claims 41, 43 and 45 (new claims), none of die 
references, including AAPA, teach or suggest combination ofNMR signals that are closely 
spaced with one another. As discussed above, Sun requires substantial intervening time 
between signals to be combined. Furthermore, the PAPs method discussed in Applicant's 
application combines NMR signals from different acquisition sequences, thereby also 
requiring substantial intervening time between combined signals. 

to light of the above comments, Applicant respectfully traverses the rejection and 
request the claims be reconsidered in light of these distinctions. 

The rejection of die dependent claims not specifically mentioned above are traversed 
for the above recited reasons and for depending from allowable independent claims. 



The Applicants believe this paper is fully responsive to each and every ground of 
rejection and objection cited by the Examiner, and respectfully request that the application 
proceed to grant. 

Please charge any applicable fees, or apply any excess, to deposit account number 19 

0610. 



ScMumberger Technology Corporation 
Office of Patent Counsel 
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